Santarsiero, DEP secretary tour winery 
at the forefront of clean-energy production 
 
NEWTOWN, Sept. 25 – State Rep. Steven J. Santarsiero, D-Bucks, and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Secretary John Hanger today held a news conference at Crossing Vineyards and Winery to underscore the need for clean-energy legislation currently in the state House, while promoting the benefits of adopting clean-energy practices.

 

"Two years ago, the winery embarked on a project to install solar panels that would help reduce energy costs and fossil fuel consumption," Santarsiero said. "The project will last for 30 years, saving 12.5 barrels of oil per year. For just one project, the energy savings implications are profound – the winery will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 8,600 pounds a year."

 

The winery aims to be completely off the electric grid in five or fewer years. Santarsiero said that, in doing so, it would be consistent with the goal of H.B. 80, which would increase Tier I requirements in Pennsylvania's Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards beginning in 2014 to 15 percent by 2024. Tier I requirements delineate the proportion of electricity that electric distribution companies must purchase from renewable sources such as wind and solar.

 

"With this energy-saving technology in place, one of many that businesses can explore, Crossing Vineyards produces more than enough energy for its operations, leaving any excess available for purchase by electric utilities," he said. "This mutually beneficial relationship is exactly what House Bill 80 would forge between alternative energy sources and utilities." 

 

Additionally, Santarsiero successfully amended the bill to ensure that alternative energy tax credits would not be awarded to coal plants that do not use carbon dioxide capture and sequestration, or CCS. The bill also would add incentives for new and existing coal-fired power plants that conduct CCS, which would prevent the harmful gas from being released into the atmosphere.

 

Santarsiero urged homeowners and businesses to explore the energy- and cost-savings benefits from weatherization, solar, wind, geothermal and other energy projects. Information and tips are available on the Department of Environmental Protection's Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us.
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What Environmental Groups Are Saying About House Bill 80

"Representative Santarsiero is a true clean energy champion. He has worked tirelessly and effectively to build consensus around key policy issues to ensure we get a bill that will boost clean energy, create jobs and help fight global warming."

-          Jan Jarrett, president and CEO, Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future
 

"Clean Water Action supports efforts to increase true renewable energy sources in Pennsylvania -- so long as that expansion is not paired with increasing the footprint of old, polluting technologies. As originally written, House Bill 80 could create incentives to build new coal plants without sequestering their carbon pollution. 

 "Assuming that several key amendments are adopted, House Bill 80 would also help to grow Pennsylvania's green economy while protecting our environment through the advancement of clean, renewable energy. Clean energy jobs are the key to revitalizing our economy. This legislation, once amended, will perhaps be the single biggest step in Pennsylvania's history toward creating those jobs."

-       Nathan Willcox, Energy & Clean Air advocate, PennEnvironment. 
 

"We support the increase in renewable energy required under House Bill 80. Increased use of wind and solar power will create green jobs, reduce global warming emissions and diversify our energy mix."

-       Jeff Schmidt, director,  Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter
 

"We are encouraged at Representative Santarsiero’s efforts to promote green energy and help reduce our reliance on fossil fuels with renewable energy at the same time lowering their carbon footprint.

 "We applaud the efforts of Crossing Vineyards and Winery to go totally off the grid and rely on all renewable energy. We hope their efforts inspire other business and homeowners to take the plunge into renewable energy as well."

 
-       Dave Meiser, chair, Bucks County Sierra Club Committee
 

"We have worked with the bill's sponsors to create amendments, specifically Representative Eugene DePasquale's omnibus amendment, to ensure both carbon sequestration is actually happening before power plants receive credit under the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard, and the Commonwealth and taxpayers are not solely liable for the outcome of sequestration. As long as the omnibus amendment, and no weakening amendments, is passed, we can applaud the General Assembly for passing House Bill 80 and helping to promote clean energy and reduce our climate impact."

-          Myron Arnowitt, state director, Clean Water Action
